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that he sowed his mental wild oats in his boyhood. At any rate, in his garret in 1819 he was the same Balzac that we know in later life. Large-minded and far-seeing—except about his business concerns —he was from his youth a voyant, who discerned with extraordinary acuteness the trend of political events ; and with an intense respect for authority, he was yet independent, and essentially a strong man.
This absolute stability—a fact Balzac often comments on—is very remarkable, especially as his was a life full of variety, during which he was brought into contact with many influences. He studied the men around him, and gauged their characters—though it must be allowed that he did not make very good practical use of his knowledge ; but owing to his strength and breadth of vision, he was himself in ah1 essentials immovable.
The same ambitions, desires, and opinions can be traced all through his career. The wish to enter political life, which haunted him always, was already beginning to stir in 1819, when he wrote at the time of the elections to a friend, M. Theodore Dablin, that he dreamt of nothing but him and the deputies; and his last book, " L'Envers de FHistoire contemporaine," accentuated, if possible more than any wrork that had preceded it, the extreme Royalist principles which he showed in his garret play, the ill-fated " Cromwell."
He never swerved from the two great ambitions of his life—to be loved, and to be famous. He was faithful in his friendships; and when once he had.mother always makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
